--------- ----------

CENTER for RURAL AFFAIRS

YOUR RURAL NEWS FOR MORE THAN 45 YEARS | LYONS, NEBRASKA | POPULATION 851 [ MARCH & APRIL 2022

NOT YOUR AVERAGE CO-OPS:
NATIVE AMERICANS SHARE COOPERATIVE INSIGHTS

BY JUSTIN CARTER, JUSTINC@CFRA.ORG

hat do we think of
when we say coopera-
tive? Is it the farmers’
co-op down the road,
combining grains to
sell? Is it a nearby
co-op grocer with customer mem-
bers? Is it a large company, maybe
Land O’Lakes or Ocean Spray?

The truth is that cooperatives
come in all forms, and there is no
better way to learn about these
diverse enterprises than from
Native American cultures of North
America.

Cooperatives present many ben-
efits for business owners: the dis-
tribution of risk among members
to ensure resiliency, the sharing of
resources, and a democratic busi-
ness environment ensuring owners
have a voice. One might say the
values involved are more societal
than business.

—SEE NATIVE AMERICAN CO-0PS ON PAGE 4
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Ohe-laku, or Among the Cornstalks, located in Oneida, Wisconsin, was started because
members of the community wanted to be more self-sufficient. Fifteen families grow corn
together, like their ancestors. | Photo submitted

FAMILY FARM FOCUSES ON THE SOURGE

BY CAIT CAUGHEY, CAITC@CFRA.ORG

ost farmers have inter-

esting stories about how

they made the jour-

ney to farming. Kelsey

Jones, Lyle Marotz, and

their baby, Phoenix, are
no different.

They are in their third year of
marketing farming and raising
vegetables, herbs, fruit, and flow-
ers on Source Farms just north of
Norfolk in Hoskins, Nebraska.

They found their way to the

land that used to be home to a
dairy farm run by Lyle’s family
via teaching English in Southeast
Asia and earning degrees in
finance and business manage-
ment at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln.

“Source Farms is experimen-
tal, focused on greens and a wide
variety of vegetables, and seeks
to inspire plant-based eating,”
Kelsey said.

—SEE FAMILY FARM FOCUSES ON SOURCE ON PAGE 3
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EDITOR'S NOTE

BY RHEA LANDHOLM, RHEAL@CFRA.ORG

’ e love to get out to
meet you face-to-face,
but due to the pan-
demic, some meetings
haven’t been possible.
So, we are reaching
out in different ways such as
videos on our YouTube Channel
(page 1); a podcast (page 8); a
Zoom gathering (page 2); and even
online workshops (page 5).

These ways couldn’t be possi-
ble without progress in our com-
munities. Throughout this issue,
we give additional examples of
this core value, “PROGRESS that
strengthens rural communities,
small businesses, and family
farms and ranches,” just one val-
ue that shapes our organization.

On the front page, we take a
look at the cooperative type of
business model, which Native

Americans use for arts, food,
and more. They are able to prog-
ress their businesses while pre-
serving their values and culture.
In another feature, Kelsey
Jones and Lyle Marotz run an
experimental farm to inspire
plant-based eating. They want
to provide equitable access to
produce in communities where

fresh, seasonal produce is lack-
ing. Check out their inspirational
story.

More progress can be found in
Nebraska Public Power District’s
goal to achieve net-zero carbon
emissions by 2050.

Last, but not least, our execu-
tive director tells us about a new
podcast. “Sustainable Agriculture
Policy with Ron Kroese” highlights
progress made throughout the
last 50 years in this sector. I've
had the pleasure of working on
this project and I can’t wait to
release these episodes. My favorite
story is of efforts to save federal
documents before they were
destroyed.

As always, these articles con-
tain just a sample of what we are
up to. Read more at cfra.org/blog.

GRANT PROVIDES OPPORTUNITY FOR SMALL GRAIN
PRODUCERS TO SHARE RISK MANAGEMENT GHALLENGES

BY KALEE OLSON, KALEEO@CFRA.ORG

mall grain producers were

the focus of two roundta-

ble discussions hosted by

the Center for Rural Affairs

in November. Thanks to

funding from a U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Exten-
sion Risk Management Education
(ERME) grant, this often under-
served sector of the agricultural
community was able to gather
virtually and share their experi-
ences growing wheat, oats, barley,
and rye.

Twelve farmers from Nebras-
ka, Iowa, Minnesota, and Kansas
participated in the discussions,
representing both conventional
and organic operations. Like other
producers, these individuals opt
to diversify their farms with small
grains, citing reasons such as
conservation benefits, organic cer-
tification requirements, and filling
niche markets.

While small grains are raised
by thousands of operations across
the Midwest and Great Plains,

their risk management strategies
and considerations differ greatly
from commodity crops, such as
corn and soybeans. During the
discussion, participants were
encouraged to share their expe-
riences with crop insurance, as
well as other tools they’ve used to
back their small grains harvest.
They also shared their visions
for a sustainable future, consid-
ering their value as cover crops

—SEE RISK MANAGEMENT CHALLENGES ON PAGE 3
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She and Lyle raise more than
200 tomato plants, long beans,
Mohawk pole beans, sunflowers,
basil, elderberries, blackberries,
pumpkins, kale, Tahitian melons,
and more on about one-third of
an acre of land.

Lyle is “full force with the veg-
etables,” and Kelsey focuses on
herbs that help support women’s
health.

Together, they want to provide
equitable access to produce in
communities where fresh, season-
al produce is lacking. This vision
led them to connect with restau-
rants like Juju’s Vegan Cajun and
Creole Cuisine and Pepe’s Bistro
in Lincoln. Source Farms also reg-
ularly attends the farmers market
in Norfolk, where they have built
relationships.

“Initially, they did not know
how to receive us,” Kelsey said of
their rural community.

Over time, they have built rela-
tionships with people who became
repeat customers at the farmers
market and who support their
work. Kelsey said she’s gained im-
portant insights for fellow begin-
ning farmers, in particular, Black
women farmers.

“Be consistent,” she said. “Show
up and take up space. Enter into
the space you deserve to be in.
Share about who you are. It is a
matter of time; let people live into
the initial discomfort.”
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FAMILY FARM FOCUSES ON SOURCE . covmmwen roupace

Kelsey Jones, Lyle Marotz, and their baby, Phoenix, want to provide equitable access
to produce in communities where fresh, seasonal produce is lacking. They are in their
third year of marketing farming and raising vegetables, herbs, fruit, and flowers on Source
Farms in Hoskins, Nebraska. | Photos submitted

She also highlighted the need
for farmers to have education-
al, networking, and communi-
ty-building opportunities.

“The networking piece is so
important,” Kelsey said. “It gives
you hope that you are not alone,
you can grow together in that
way.”

The Center for Rural Affairs is
dedicated to supporting young,
beginning farmers of color by
developing programming to
empower future generations
of farmers like Source Farms.
Find Source Farms on Facebook
(Source Farms) and Instagram
(@sourcefarms_ ). Contact them
at kjsource402@gmail.com.

owner of Source Farms
alongside Kelsey Jones, raises more than
200 tomato plants, long beans, Mohawk
pole beans, sunflowers, basil, elderberries,

Lyle Marotz,

blackberries, pumpkins, kale, Tahitian
melons, and more on about one-third of an
acre of land.

RISK MANAGEMENT CHALLENGES. conmnueneaompace -

ing their value as cover crops
and long-term investment in soil
health.

“In addition to (more tech-
nical strategies), groups like
this—knowledgeable farmers and
friends—are huge for risk man-
agement,” one participant said.

ERME, previously referred to as

the Risk Management Education
Partnership Program, is designed
to help underserved and underin-
sured producers, such as begin-
ning and socially disadvantaged
farmers, understand and
mitigate the risk of their farming
operations. Other Center proj-
ects conducted with support from

ERME have helped educate certi-
fied organic farmers and produc-
ers with diversified operations.

For more information on insur-
ing small grains, download a
copy of our report “From Seed to
Secured: Crop Insurance for
Small Grains” at cfra.org/
publications.
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Ancestral Rich Treasures of Zuni (ARTZ) is the only Pueblo artist-owned and operated cooperative in New Mexico. Once accepted into
the cooperative, artists can sell their work in a volunteer-operated gallery. | Photos submitted

NATIVE AMERICAN CO-0PS. conmnuen erom pace

In many ways, these values
are the foundation of how Native
American societies function: as
singular communities in which
members take care of one another.
Today, many Native Americans are
transferring these values to their
businesses.

In 2021, the Center for Rural
Affairs offered an online series of
Native Cooperative workshops,
taught by Pamela Standing of the
Minnesota Indigenous Business
Alliance (MNIBA). “Models of Native
Cooperative Ownership” present-
ed on 11 enterprises with unique
stories.

Some are more structured,
such as Ancestral Rich Treasures
of Zuni (ARTZ), a cooperative of 32
artists who operate their own retail
store where they ensure artists
receive the full monetary value for
their art.

Some are smaller and operated
by families. Ohe-laku, or Among
the Cornstalks, is made up of 15
families and grows traditional corn
that is divided among members

based on the number of hours
they invest.

Others focus on education,
prioritizing the future of their food
and people. Dream of Wild Health
is a seed-keeping cooperative with
youth food system programs for
all ages.

What they all have in common
is a strong sense of community,
protecting their cultures, tradi-
tions, and foodways. However,
cooperatives have their share of
challenges, often requiring a level
of trust between members and
owners not seen in other busi-
nesses. Once trust is established,
members collaborate in ways that
benefit the entire business.

“The cooperative highlights
everybody’s strengths and makes
it so we cover each other’s weak-
nesses,” said Kandis Quam of
ARTZ.

Cooperatives also can serve as
community hubs, providing space
to train others, and establishing
networks where community mem-
bers care for each other.

S
PR

Members of Ohe-laku,
Cornstalks, say the corn they grow has very
little to do with the corn. “It has everything
to do with the spiritual connection to the
food and rebuilding our community in
Oneida.”

or Among the

“We can create these things in
our communities, designed by our
own culture, language, and life-
ways to help our community grow
strong,” Pamela said.

You can view the entire series
on the Center’s YouTube page,
youtube.com/c/cfraorg.
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Antonio Fombellida Garcia, owner of Handyman Antonio, wanted to make sure he did everything correctly when starting his business.
He and co-owner Sheyla Campos attended Cleaning and Construction Academies hosted by the Center. | Photo submitted

GENTER ACADEMIES PRESENT NEW OPPORTUNITIES
FOR HANDYMAN BUSINESS

BY SHELBY OSTRAND, SHELBYO@CFRA.ORG, AND CARLOS BARCENAS

hen Sheyla Campos
and Antonio Fombelli-
da Garcia started their
business Handyman
Antonio, in Grand Is-
land, Nebraska,

they made sure everything was

by the book.

They turned to the Center for
Rural Affairs’ Construction
Academy and Cleaning Academy,
each a series of classes focused on
the industry—exactly what they
needed.

“We were looking for orientation
on how to open a business, do it
according to the law and follow
state regulations,” said Sheyla.

Griselda Rendon, Center Latino
loan specialist, guided them to the
academies after assisting the new
business owners with a one-on-
one business counseling session.

“She was the first person we
met, and we are extremely thank-
ful,” Sheyla said. “We were taken
by the hand in this process so we
could open our business, step by
step.”

After attending the Cleaning
Academy, Sheyla and Antonio

took their business to new heights
with lessons learned, including
knowing what products to use for
different jobs, the differences in
chemicals, and what portions of
products are required.

They also touted their Clean-
ing Management Institute certi-
fications they earned upon com-
plet-ing the course and passing an
exam.

“We were able to be prepared
and put everything into practice
right away,” said Antonio. “I have
been able to share these skills with
many others to make sure others
are using the right chemicals and
portions as well.”

The next step in improving their
business was attending another
of the Center’s courses, the Con-
struction Academy.

“The Construction Academy was
fantastic,” Sheyla said. “It taught
us how to keep our paperwork,
construct a contract, and to make
sure our clients are happy with
our work. We learned a lot from
budgeting to making proposals for
potential jobs. We also received
information on customer service

and the proper way to do busi-
ness.”

Sheyla and Antonio have been
grateful to the Center staff,
including Griselda and Raul Arcos
Hawkins, business development
specialist, who continue to let
them know about upcoming
opportunities.

In early 2021, they were notified
of special financing made available
to businesses struggling during
the pandemic. They applied for
and received a COVID-19 relief
grant administered by the
Center, with funds provided
by Wells Fargo.

“Raul and Griselda have been
wonderful with us and everyone
else, letting people know what is
going on,” said Antonio. “Raul has
been very attentive and shared
content online through social
media which has helped us tre-
mendously. ”

“We are so thankful for all the
help the Center for Rural Affairs
has provided to us,” said Sheyla.

Academies are now planned for
2022. Visit cfra.org/academies for
more information.



6 | CENTER FORRURAL AFFAIRS | MARCH & APRIL 2022

With the adoption of a goal to achieve net-zero carbon emissions by 2050, Nebraska Public Power District joins a statewide effort to
reduce carbon emissions for a decarbonized electric grid. | Photo courtesy of the Center for Pollinators in Energy

DECARBONIZATION GOALS ESTABLISH STATE
AS CLEAN ENERGY LEADER

BY LINDSAY MOUW, LINDSAYM@CFRA.ORG

early every Nebraskan

is now served by an
electric utility committed
to supplying clean,
sustainable energy.

In December, the Neb-
raska Public Power District (NPPD)
board of directors voted 9-2 to
adopt a goal to achieve net-zero
carbon emissions by 2050.

This means the utility will steadi-
ly seek to source more energy
from such carbon-free sources as
solar and wind energy and reduce
reliance on such carbon-intensive
sources as coal over the next 30
years. During this time, NPPD will
continue to use reliable generation
sources, such as natural gas and
nuclear, until alternatives are
developed at scale. These efforts
will be combined with energy

efficiency projects, certified offsets,
beneficial electrification projects,
and other economic or practical
technologies.

With the adoption of this policy,
NPPD joins Lincoln Electric Sys-
tem (LES) and the Omaha Public
Power District (OPPD) in what
has become a statewide effort to
reduce carbon emissions for a
decarbonized electric grid. OPPD
adopted its net-zero by 2050 goal
in 2019 and LES aims to reach
net-zero by 2040 as part of a goal
adopted in 2020.

This is a big win for Nebraska
and its rural residents and com-
munities.

Clean energy brings additional
tax dollars to counties that sup-
port local schools, infrastructure,
and public services. It also brings

jobs, increased retail sales, and
secure payments to area landown-
ers, in addition to providing sus-
tainable, homegrown energy.
Many rural Nebraskans have
already experienced these bene-
fits and want to bring additional
investments to their communities.

With the state’s unique public
power system, Nebraskans have
the power to influence how their
energy is generated. NPPD’s rural
customer/owners are to be com-
mended for the part they played
in the adoption of this goal.

Because of their efforts, and
the work of others, Nebraska has
established itself as a clean energy
leader on the road to providing
affordable, reliable, and sustain-
able clean energy across the
state.



arly in my farming

career, I began paying

attention to different farm

organizations and their

respective values. I deter-

mined early on that the
Center for Rural Affairs’ ideas
about the future of farms and
rural communities made sense
to me. Ideas such as broad own-
ership in land and business.
Ideas like protecting our natural
resources of soil, water, and air.
Ideas such as helping neighbors
and celebrating vibrant communi-
ties, including the immigrant and
Indigenous communities.

What I learned later was that
the Center for Rural Affairs actu-
ally takes action to make all these
ideas come to fruition. That is why
I support the Center and joined its
Board.

I became personally involved
in the work of the Center several
years ago when they helped me
apply for and receive a conserva-
tion contract for my farm. It makes
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GIFT OF GRAIN RELPS THE CENTER GROW

BY KEVIN RAUN, AND HIS WIFE, JESSICA, LONGTIME CENTER SUPPORTERS

Kevin Raun, longtime supporter and former
Center Board member, tried something
new in fall 2020 and gave a gift of

grain. He was able to increase his
donation. | Photo by Erin Schoenberg

for a long story, but we worked
together and had an impact on
the way the program was admin-
istered. I used my experience as

a typical producer and the Center
provided their expertise in orga-
nizing and education. As a result,
I and others were successful in
our efforts. I subsequently decided

that I would contribute a percent-
age of the contract proceeds to the
Center.

While I am no longer on the
Board and my conservation con-
tract has expired, my wife, Jessica,
and I still contribute to the Center
annually to help support the work
they do. In fall 2020, we decided to
try something new and gave a gift
of grain. By making a gift of grain,
rather than a gift of cash, we were
able to increase our donation. It
was simple and straightforward.
Of course, we consulted with our
tax preparer to make sure we did
everything correctly to satisfy the
IRS.

We made our second gift of grain
in fall 2021. A gift of grain or live-
stock is a tax-smart form of giving
that provides a meaningful contri-
bution from what you produce on
the land.

To learn more, visit cfra.org/
gift-of-grain, call 402.687.2100,
or email give@cfra.org.

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE PODCAST  conmiueo erom pase s

servation Stewardship Project in
2002. The Beginning Farmer and
Rancher Development Program in
2008.

These programs, and others,
would not exist without a national
coalition of grassroots individuals
and organizations working in their
respective states and collaborative-
ly in Washington.

The coalition today is known
as the National Sustainable
Agriculture Coalition, although it
had forerunners in the Midwest
Sustainable Agriculture Working
Group, the Sustainable Agricul-
ture Coalition, and the National
Campaign for Sustainable Agricul-
ture.

While the coalition can claim
significant wins, there are other
areas of policy change where we
have been less successful.

Most notably, we have struggled
to curb monopoly power within
the food system or to reign in
unlimited subsidies for the largest
farm operations.

At the same time, topics first
envisioned by sustainable agricul-
ture advocates 40 years ago—
such as a greater focus on soil
health and climate change—
are now receiving new attention.

History marches forward;
new opportunities for change
emerge.

I invite you to take time to learn
what led up to today. With the
interviews now available as video
recordings, transcripts, and a pod-
cast, more people will have access
to this history.

This is a large project with most
significant credit to Ron Kroese,
as well as the individuals who
sat for interviews. I am happy the
Center could support a small part
of making this history more widely
available through a podcast.

Explore National Sustainable
Agriculture Oral History Archive
videos and transcripts at cfra.org/
Sustainable-Ag-Podcast and listen
in your favorite podcast player.
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Inside: Value of cooperatives
Native Americans use model for arts, food businesses

FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE RISTORY PROJECT
NOW AVAILABLE AS PODCAST

BY BRIAN DEPEW, BRIAND@CFRA.ORG

hroughout the nearly 50-

year history of the Center,

the emergence of federal

policy supporting soil and

water conservation, local

and regional food systems,
beginning farmers, and value-
added agriculture is one of the
most significant areas of policy
wins.

This is why when I heard about
Ron Kroese’s sustainable agricul-
ture oral history project, I knew it
should be available as a podcast.
Now, with support from the
Center, you can find it on your
favorite podcast app by searching
“Sustainable Agriculture Policy
with Ron Kroese.”

In 1982, Ron co-founded the
Land Stewardship Project,

a Minnesota-based partner of the
Center. Later he worked in philan-
thropy, supporting many organi-
zations engaged in the develop-
ment of sustainable agriculture
policy. His background made Ron
well-suited to take on an effort to
document the history of sustain-
able agriculture policy.

When he retired from the
McKnight Foundation in 2015,
Ron began an effort that eventu-
ally grew to 40 videotaped inter-
views. Former Center for Rural
Affairs Executive Director Chuck
Hassebrook is among those inter-
viewed.

The history told in these inter-
views is rich, detailed by the indi-
viduals who lived the work, most
of them engaged in the effort for
decades.

It can be easy to take for
granted many of the federal pro-
grams supporting sustainable
agriculture that exist today. Pro-
grams that are well known and
popular exist because of the work
done by the Center and many of
its allies from across the country.

The Conservation Reserve Pro-
gram was a policy win in 1985.
The Sustainable Agriculture and
Research Education Program in
1988. The Value Added Producers
Grant Program in 2000. The Con

—SEE SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE PODCAST ON PAGE 7



THANK YOU, 2021DONORS | CENTER FOR RURAL AFFAIRS | B1

THANK YOU, 2021 DONURS

This list reflects funders of the Center for Rural Affairs and its subsidiaries from Jan. 1 to Dec. 31, 2021.

Cornelia & Jan Flora
Don Ralston

GENTER FOR RURAL AFFAIRS DONORS

We’'re pleased to honor the 2021 donors. Your generosity and dedication empowers the Center’s work to build a
vibrant, welcoming, and just rural America.

$1,000 AND GREATER

Nadine & Michael Bergin

Nicholas, Century,
Willow & Jessi Bergin*

Bill Bishop & Julie Ardery

Linda & Joe Butkus*

Al Davis

Dennis & Ruth Demmel

Brian Depew*

Jerry Depew & Dorothy Lamberti

Claryce Evans
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Connie & David Hansen
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Claude & Linda Jensen
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Don & Pat Lamb
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Daniel & Shirley Neary

Paul Neukirch

Helen & Robert Nichols

Doug Nopar

Kevin & Jessica Raun

Dawn Ryan*

Dan & Marge Schlitt

Mary Jo & Lester Schmerr

Katie Weitz, Ph. D. & Tim Wilson
George Wolf

Mark & Margaret Yackel-Juleen
1 Anonymous donor

$250 T0 $999

Clyde & Mary Anna Anderson
John & Susan Arens
Leverne & Nancy Barrett
Robert & Joann Barry
Patrick Bauer

Richard Benning

Mary Blackmore

Mike & Lori Bride*

Byron Brogan

John & Patricia Buck
Steve & Lynn Carnes*
Tricia & Brook Darnell*
Scott & Carol Davis
Barbara Dilly*

Otto & Barbara Doering
Alvin Eshe*

Merlin & Marcia Fick
Janaki Fisher-Merritt
Melissa Florell*

*members of Evergreen Society, donors who make monthly or quarterly automatic gifts.

GRANARY FOUNDATION DONORS

The Granary Foundation is the Center’s endowment fund. Gifts to the Granary are invested
and the income is used to support the Center’s mission. Please contact us if you would like
to discuss making a gift to the Granary Foundation or if you would like to include it in your

estate plan.

Tim & Lisa Fossa

Charles & Barbara Francis
Merlin & Rita Friesen
Elizabeth Garst

Susan Gillies

Kathleen Grant

LeRoy Hansen

Gary Heineman

Christian Hertneky

Douglas Hillmer

Laurie Hodges
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Anne Jenkins
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Barb Kudera

Robert Kuzelka*
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Kent Lewandowski

Matt Liebman & Laura Merrick
Keith & Peggy Mahaney*
Mary McCall

Amanda & Patrick McKinney*
Barbara Meister

Phil Menke*

—CONTINUED ON PAGE B2

ALYy  WITH YOUR HELP, WE PROVIDED ONE-ON-ONE BUSINESS COUNSELING TO 913 PEOPLE; 53% WERE WOMEN, 52% LATINO,

(L[]l AND 77% LOW- TO MODERATE-INCOME. WE EMPOWER ENTREPRENEURS WITH THE KNOWLEDGE AND TOOLS THEY NEED TO SUCCEED.
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Rose Ann Cattolico
Graham Christensen
Elizabeth Clark

Teresa Clark

Richard Colburn

Rena Conner

Paul Conway

Kenneth Cookson

Sam Cordes & Trish Brown
Robert Crane

David & Linda Cunningham
Tonya & Duane Daskam
Joan Davidson

Angela Deane

Carol Deardorff

Marvin & Deb Deblauw
Carol & John Dennison
Thomas Deshazo

Bill Deutsch & Martha Davis
Dwight Dial*

Paul Dicke

Donald & Gladys Dickerson
James Dickson

John Dietz

Jack Dill

Michael Dimock

Terry Dittmer

Jean Doerr

Joanna Dokson

Thomas Donahue

Jim & Brenda Dooley
Robert Doriss & Jean Bonnet
Donna & Gus Dornbusch
Don Doumakes

Jennifer Dreibelbis

Linda Duckworth

Marvin Duhn

Gail Dunlap

Vickie Dunn

Margaret Dyson-Cobb*

Liz Easton

Janet Ebaugh*

Carroll Ebner

Jonathan Eckman*

Robert & Elizabeth Edgerton
Chris & Carol Eisenbeis
Rachel Elkins

Jeanne Ellis

Jim Emerick

Milton Emry

Carl & Debbie Engstrom

—CONTINUED ON PAGE B3

‘ THE CENTER HELPED RURAL BUSINESSES IN NEED OF SHORT-TERM CASH AVOID PREDATORY DEBT WITH EXPRESS LOANS OF UP TO $15,000
]

OFFERED AT RESPONSIBLE INTEREST RATES. WE PROVIDED 30 LOANS TOTALING $301,725 IN 2021.
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Mark Epp & Cathy Wismer-Epp
Mark Erlander

Kent Ervin

Steven Espeland

Mike Ewanciw

Arvin & Mary Faig

Jack & Linda Fanning
Jerry & Janice Farrell
Hildy Feen

David Ferneau

Carmen Fernholz
Lowell Fey

Aaron Fischbach

Ellen & Al Fisher

Len & Sandy Fleischer
Wyatt & Jeanie Fraas*
Matthew Frana

Marnie & Erik Frederickson
Michaela Freiburger
Susan Frembgen

Lisa & Jim French
Susan French

Meredith Fuller

Jerry & Kathleen Fullerton
Tom & Rebecca Furlong
Stephanie Furrer

Gene Gage

Kathy Gaines

Claire Gebben

John Geddie

George Gehant
Cynthia Gehrie

Mark M Giese

Bev & John Gilbert
Sarah Gilbert

John Ray Gill

Gilbert Gillespie

Carol Glenister

Earl Glenn

David & Cindy Goeller
Ryan Goertzen-Regier
LaDell Goodroad

Betsy & Michael Gore
Rebecca Gould*

Lisa Grabenbauer
Mark Graff

Sarah Grant

Diane Gravert

John & Margery Graves
Dan & Norma Green
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Laurel Gress

Richard Grosshauser
Gary & Sharon Grugel
David & Michelle Gundy
Anthony Gurrola*

David Gutknecht

Don Hagedorn

Randy Hague

Natalie Hahn

Patricia Halbur

Jay Hall

Marlene Halverson
Rodney & Beverly Hannan
Pauline Hansen

Adena Hanson

Lynn & Sharleen Harnisch
Ronald Harrell

Chris Harris

Del Harsh

DelLynn & Esther Hay

Jan Hayen

Heidi Heidenreich

Mike & Cecilia Heimes
Randy Helgerson

Janice Hellerich

Helene Hembreiker

Jeff Herrick & Christine Laney
Robert Hitchcock

Jackie & David Hladik
Johnathan Hladik

Mary Pat Hoag

Dan Hodges

Thomas Hodson

Roger & Freda Hoffman
Teresa Hoffman

Heather & Jason Holcomb
Linus & Elaine Holthaus
Paul & Lori Hosford

Jay Howe

Patricia Howe

Dan Hromas

Jerold & Bonnie Hubbard
Lawrence & Mary Lou Hultgren
Glenda Humiston

Dwight & Janet Humphrey
Debbie Hunsberger

Chris & Mark Huston
John & Ellen lkerd
Gregory & Anne Isaackson
Chuck Isenhart

Fred lutzi

Elizabeth Ivers

*members of Evergreen Society, donors who make monthly or quarterly automatic gifts.

Wes & Joan Jackson

Luke & Lori Jacobsen

Frank James

Patricia James

Dean Jansen

Katie Jantzen

Vern & Delores Jantzen

Sam Jilka

Charlie & Bette Johnson

Duane Johnson

Edith Johnson

Maxine Johnson

LeRoy & Vicky Jons

Bradley & Erin Jordahl Redlin

Francis & Joan Joseph

Katie & Amos Joseph

Belva Junker

Kylie & Brenn Kai

Edward Kail

Barbara & James Kalbach

Leann Karbaumer

Jean & Gerald Karlen

Charles & Margaret Karpf

Pam Kaufman

Roy Kaufman

Charles Kennedy

Jack & Kathryn Kibbie

Ron Kielkopf

Fred Kirschenmann &
Carolyn Raffensperger

John Kleinwachter

Barbara Klubal & Jan Svec

Tom & Lou Ann Kneifl

William Knight & Carolyn A Ristau

Clint Koble

Heidi Kolbeck-Urlacher*

Ted Kooser & Kathleen Rutledge

Cleo Kottwitz

David Kozlowski

Robert & Eleanor Kraenow

Fran & Rex Kreutz

David & Mardene Kroeger

Ron Kroese

Randy & Pam Krzmarzick

Scott & Wendy Kubik

Pat Kubly

David Kunzweiler

Larry Kurtz

Don & Lois Lambrecht

Carole Lane

Edward & Bernadette Lange

Evelyn Lange

—CONTINUED ON PAGE B4

% DONATIONS ALLOWED US TO TEAM UP WITH PARTNERS TO PROVIDE 2,277 SEEDLINGS TO PLANT IN HOME GARDENS IN SANTEE SIOUX NATION.
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Thomas Lansworth
Ross & Carole Larson
Glenn Leach

Kim Lecher

Dick Leitschuck

Mary Laura Lesniak
Gary Lesoing

Norman Leuenberger
Ronald Lewis

Jo Leyland

Mark & Susan Liebig
Marvin Liewer

Gwen Lindberg

Larry & Joanna Lindberg
Anne Lippstreu

Doug Little

Daniel Looker

Martha Lowe

Betty Lucas

Charles & Hertha Lutz
Patricia MacRae
Charles Manlove
Kimberly Mann

Bruce Manning

Karen Manning

Paula Mares

Philip Margolis

Donald & Laurie Marsden
Laurel Marsh & Danny Clark
Martin Massengale
Robin Matthews
Meredith McCann*

Mark McConnell

Steve & Lisa McConnell
Sharon & Duane McCormick
Art & Arliss McDowell
Margot McMillen
Thomas McNeely
Angela Medbery

Jean Meier

Margaret Mellon

Neil Mesner

Mark Metcalf & Patricia Vauck
Robin Metzner

Harlan Meyer

Nancy & Alan Meyer*
Kay Michener

Evalee Mickey

Ariel Miller

James Miller

Ron Miller

Lee Mills

Cathy Minter

Kermit Miskell

Mona & Steven Mitzel
Robert Mohler

Audrey Mohr

Mary & Eduardo Morales
Lance Morgan

Peg Morgan

Terry & Kim Mosel

Mark Moseman

Stephen Mott

Francis & Maxine Moul
Delmar & Nancy Mueller
Cheryl Mugno & William Trompeter
Tommy & Georgia Mullen
Michael Muller

Wayne & Jo Ann Myers
Cary Nailling

Jeanette Nakada

Dennis & Barbara Nebendahl
Andrea & W. Don Nelson
Donald & Anita Nelson
Mark & Rachel Nelson
Gregory Nielsen

Phillip & Debbie Nielsen
John & Joan Niewohner
Elaine Nighswonger
Dale & Sunny Nimrod
Neal Nollette

Ann Nore*

Elaine Nuessmeier
Yolanda Nuncio

Rich Nymoen

Daryl & Jackie Obermeyer
Renee O’Brien

Thomas O’Donnell

John & Joan Oeltjen
Harold Olson

Paul Olson

Rev. Phillip Olson

Daniel Padilla

Mary & Jerry Partridge
Patti Patrie

Tom Paulson

Anne Pearson

David & Susan Pease*
Emilee Pease & Tyler Pribbeno
Delayne Persson

Tom & Gretchen Pesek
Carroll Peterson

*members of Evergreen Society, donors who make monthly or quarterly automatic gifts.

Mary V. Peterson

Merlin Pfannkuch

Evey Phillips

Michael Phillips

George Piper

Debra Polacek

Frank & Deborah Popper
Bill Pratt

Donald Preister

Tamara Prenosil

David & Gail Prestemon
Lisa Pruitt

Mick & Nancy Puckett
Amy Radding*

Wayne & Judy Rasmussen
Susan Raye

Don Reasoner

Sandra Renner*
Stephen Reno

Arlene Renshaw
Leander & Mary Rerucha
George Rethmeier

Felix & Linda Revello
Veronica Reyes

Cliff & Harrietta Reynolds
Charles Rhodes

Robert Rhodes

Charles Riedesel

Harlyn & Karen Riekena
Vincent Robinson

Mary Rogers

Patrick & Linda Rogers
Alan Rolston

Del & Carolyn Roper
Dale Roth

Randolph Roth

Robert & Peggy Rover
Everett Rowland

Joanne Rudnick

Bob Rupp

Barbara Sanders

Laura Sayre

Bob & Connie Scharlau
Cheryl Schelling

Don Schmaderer

J. Michael & Elizabeth Schmidt
Marvin & Sheila Schmidt
Erin Schoenberg

Ben Schole

Lucianna Schopp

Loren Schroeder

Troy Schroeder

—CONTINUED ON PAGE B5

°  WITH YOUR ASSISTANCE, WE WORKED WITH NATIONAL LAWMAKERS TO DRAFT AND INTRODUCE THE RURAL EQUAL AID ACT, A BILL TO PROVIDE

@
@ RELIEF TO BUSINESSES AND ENTITIES WITH USDA LOANS.
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Shirley Schue

Carol Schultz

Ruth Ann Schultz
Mark & Susan Schulz
John & Julie Schutz
Hervey Scudder
Diane Seaver*

Mary Seaver

Roberta & Mike Seda
Lynette Seigley
Sister Claren Sellner
John Shanley

Dwight Sheets

Elton & Jean Sheets

Charlotte Shivvers & Robert Baker

Debra Skillstad-Rost

Bruce & Prudence Skinner

Susan Skinner

Cynthia Skrukrud &
Thomas Von Geldern

Richard & Diana Sloan

Toni Smeal*

Roxanne Smith

Mary & Richard Smythe*

Jane Sooby

Wayne Sorenson

Kathie Sparks

Larry & Linda Spomer

Dave & Minnie Gail Sprague

Ben Springer

JB Stamper

Pamela Standing

Kathie Starkweather

Joe Stehlik

Bob & Lyda Steiert

Liz & Jake Stewart

Ann Stocker

Magnus Stover

Orrin Strand

Carolann Streett*

Aubrey Streit Krug*

Tom Stroschein

Ralph Surprenant

Mary Swander

Carl & Nina Swanson

Frank Tamborello

Lee Tesdell

Thomas Thelen

Gary Thompson

Monte Thompson
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Robert Thompson & Melissa Will

Teresa Tietz

Sharon Tinker

Mark & Connie Tjelmeland

Tom Tomas

Pat Tomlin

Ruth Tonachel

Roger Topil

Janet Topolsky

Joe & Anita Twitchell

Virgil & Mary Tworek-Hofstetter

Ann Van Hoff

Carolyn Van Meter

Anne Vidaver

Eve Vogel

Ingolf Vogeler

Oren & Joyce Vogt

Merlin & Evelyn Volkmer

Peter Von Christierson

Christina von Roedern*

Ron & Nancy Vos

Dan Voss

Margaret Vrana

M. Judd Wagner

Tom Wagner

Don Wall

Mary Wall

Ellen Walsh-Rosmann &
Daniel Rosmann

Diane Wanek

Robert & Gudrun Warrick

Margaret & Leonard Weber

Jon Welch

Thomas Wellington

Jack & Carol Werner

Roger Wess

Norm & Susan West

Lorrie Whitaker

Lyle & Carolyn Wichman

Mark Wilke

Larry & Rebecca Williams

Norma & Jerry Wilson

Henry Winckler

Carla Wise

Audrey Woita

John Woolsey

Katy Wortel

Nancy Wright

Richard Wynne

Will York

Edith & Robert Zahniser

Bill & Dorothy Zales

Alan Zaring

*members of Evergreen Society, donors who make monthly or quarterly automatic gifts.

James & Eileen Zentner
Ben & Helen Zoss
20 Anonymous donors

CAPITAL PARTNERS & INVESTORS

Capital partners and investors
provide capital to revolving loan funds
operated by the Center for Rural
Affairs and its subsidiary, the Center
for Rural Affairs Community Capital.

First National Bank of Omaha

Lincoln Community Foundation,
Alice Dittman Integrity Loan Fund

Nebraska Department of Economic
Development

Peter Kiewit Foundation

Sherwood Foundation

U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Rural Development

U.S. Department of Treasury,
Community Development Financial
Institutions Fund

U.S. Small Business Administration,
Microloan Program

Wells Fargo

William and Ruth Scott Family
Foundation

INSTITUTIONAL FUNDERS

Institutional funders are government
agencies, foundations, and businesses
that provide funding for specific
initiatives.

Carolyn Foundation

Clif Bar Family Foundation

Energy Foundation

Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation

Farm Aid

First National Bank of Omaha

lowa Agricultural Mitigation, Inc.

Granary Foundation

Holland Foundation

Lincoln Community Foundation,
Alice Dittman Integrity Loan Fund

Lincoln Community Foundation,
Family Farm Fund

MAZON | A Jewish Response To
Hunger

McKnight Foundation

—CONTINUED ON PAGE B6

YOUR DONATIONS HELPED PROVIDE INTERPRETATION SERVICES AT 16 COVID-19 VACCINE CLINICS IN THREE HEALTH DISTRICTS, ASSISTING UP

; Q TO 700 PEOPLE PER WEEK. OUR STAFF ARE COMMUNITY LEADERS AND KNOWN AS SOMEONE LATINO FAMILIES CAN TRUST.
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Donors to the Center for Rural Affairs and its subsidiaries span 45 states. With you, the Center for Rural Affairs will continue to

stand like a rock to represent the best of rural America. Thank you for your support.

INSTITUTIONAL FUNDERS,
CONTINUED

National Center for Appropriate
Technology

Native American Agriculture Fund

Nebraska City Community Foundation

Nebraska Department of Agriculture

Nebraska Department of Economic
Development

Nebraska Department of Education

Newman’s Own Foundation

Opportunity Finance Network

Patagonia, Inc.

Peter Kiewit Foundation

RE-AMP Network

Sherwood Foundation

=

South Dakota Community Foundation

Turner Foundation, Inc.

U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Agricultural Marketing Services

U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Food and Nutrition Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture,
National Institute of Food and
Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Natural Resources Conservation
Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Office of Partnerships &
Public Engagement

U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Rural Development

U.S. Department of Energy

U.S. Department of Treasury,
Community Development Financial
Institutions Fund

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

U.S. Small Business Administration,
Microloan Program

U.S. Small Business Administration,
Office of Women’s Business
Ownership

Wallace Center at Winrock
International

Walton Family Foundation

Weitz Family Foundation

Wells Fargo

William and Ruth Scott
Family Foundation

DEVELOPED A BILL WITH NEBRASKA STATE SEN. TOM BRANDT TO HELP SMALL PROCESSORS AND LIVESTOCK PRODUCERS INCREASE SALES TO
CONSUMERS. THIS BILL PASSED ON A 48-0 VOTE.



